By Ted Richardson, Lancaster, California |n early 2006, nearly five decades after
In March 2005, | saw an article lem-  sighting my first King Midget, | became
mings Classic Cafeaturing King Midg-  the proud owner of a 1960 Model IlI. |
ets owned by Dennis and Paula Jasper @§und the non-operating car in Pomona,
Stockport, Ohio. As | read the story I cCalifornia, but learned it came from the

thought | was seeing things—I was bornpmidwest where it endured a very rough
and raised about 10 miles from the smallife, There was lots of rust, bondo, bad

town of Stockport! The article also men-welds, and bent metal on the car.

t'r?n?d t?]at Dennis I|\|/ed onan a|rp0][.t, andThe challenge was to set a restoration
that’'s where my uncle gave me my first goal. “Stock” or “modified”? | read with

airplane ride in 1949t great interest the numerous newsletter
A few months later while visiting my  articles about stock vs. modified cars.
home town, | contacted Dennis Who gra- |, the end | decided that, based on the

Icioqsly sh((j)wed !:rjledhis Kin.ghMidget col- eteriorated condition of my car, | would
ection and provided me with Bo do “some” modifications—a decision

Vahsholtz’s name as a Club contact in . . :
. . L - s leading to some interesting challenges.
California. | joined the King Midget car g g g

club and it's been a great association. (Continued on page 31)

The story of Gale
Roberts’ car has been
in the hopper for
nearly a decade.

Gale’s involvement
covers a lot more time
than that. Like so
many of us, he took
his time with the res-
toration as well as the
presentation.

The whole story
begins on page four
and you'll probably
agree, his effort was
worthwhile!
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For those of you who don’t know the in the United States'here’s a 25-minute
Frady’s, hosts of this summer’'s Jambo- film, Finding Gold It takes approximately
ree, here’s a little introduction, reprinted 15 to 20 minutes to view the museum.
fromKing Midgets EastFebruary 2001, The guided underground tour is approxi-
Issue #5. That's Susan and her car, left. mately 30-45 minutes in length, depend-

Cars tend to be a “guy thing” and Kinging upon the size of the group. We will
Midgets are no exception. Susan Frady pProbably separate into small groups. Itis a
however, is an exceptional woman. Shewalking tour covering 400 feet of under-
inherited her mother's King Midget and ground tunnels going as deep as 50 feet
restored it. She loves it just as much as beneath the surface. No charge.

any of us guys. OK, so Robert helped, butf you choose while there, you can take
this is Susan's car. a thirty-minute tour of the stamp mill (a

Susan's mom must have been an excéﬁfge ore crushing machine) for $5.00. Or
tional woman too. In 1959, she was just P2 for gold. That costs $1.50 per pan of

taking on the challenge of learning to ~ dirt—no guarantees, but you might get
drive. She saw the Midget Motors ads; !Ucky! We plan to spend approximately

went from her home in Pennsylvania to foUr hours at the mine. o ,
Athens and bought this car. The nearest place for food is six to eight

It was a qood choice because we all miles away, so we have arranged to have
9 ) ) lunch to be brought to the mine. They
know how easy King Midgets are to

drive. She used it for shopping and tripshave picnic tables and such there.
to church for a decade before retiring it t The Rocky River vineyards is just down

the garage. When Susan inherited the C§1e road from the mine. We will go there

a friend who knew about King Midgets ater _Iunch. North Carolma_\s f|rs'g com-
o mercial winery was established in 1835,
encouraged her to join the Club and re-

store the car and was the country’s very first wine pro-
' . _ ducer. After more than a century, North
Now Susan loves the little car just as carolina is rebuilding its grape industry

get was under a canvas tarp
g special.

when | pulled it out for assessment. | de-

Scided my first effort was to restore the
's recommendation, | painted the car

guoise and white. | didn’t go for it at
first but | get a lot of compliments and the

Peolor really makes the car stand out. | like

and ready to give rides the next day. That;

was cream, then red, gold, light blue, royal
| see the same reaction from kids today

Rat | had 40 years ago when | first saw the

Midget. My kids who are 23, 20, and 17 all

blue and finally dark blue. At my wife

Sandi
love to drive the car. Their friends think it's

Mol and somethin

. On the highway the car can be easily
around 1977 the car was stored away in one

start looking at all the machines he had
Midget. | started actual work in October
@006 and got it running two years ago on
supplying parts, manuals, and expertise. |
_went through the entire car including the
six coats of paint on it. The original color
seen by other drivers.

April 1%42007.
€ Midget Motors Supply was a great help

$ody, the motor and systems. The car had

Over the years we all drove the Midget y
and down our road and on the lake in the
winter. We used it over ten years and it
experienced a few more “scars.” Someti

night, my dad came home from work with2006—nearly 30 years. My dad had passed
My youngest brother’s head cracked the

could give my friends a ride. It was Fridayof our garages and stayed there until
the Midget and went in to clean up and away in 2001. It took us several years to

drive the car. | protested, “Mike said you

much as her mom did. and is now home to 58 wineries.
Friday morning we visit Dennis Carpen-
) * n m# " m# ter’'s shop and museum. He builds repro-
duction parts for Ford cars and Cushman
By Susan Frady Scooters. We'll be on our
e've planned a great own for lunch.
weekend for all. We'll drive our King

By Tim Smyth

Most tours are scheduled for
morning or early afternoon
when the weather is cooler.
All tours are within 15 miles
of the motel and camp-
grounds and we’'ll drive the
King Midgets.

Thursday morning we’'ll go
to the Reed Gold Mine, on

Midgets to the race shops
Friday afternoon. These
immaculate shops give a
whole new meaning to the
word “garage.” You don’t
have to be an avid NAS-
CAR fan to enjoy a look
behind the scenes of the
fastest growing sport in the

the National Register of His- country. This is where the
toric Placesas site of the cars are built and the pit

first documented gold-find crews train. The race shops

he year was 1965. | was nearly 10 have dinner. | had driven the car a few

with younger brothers 8, 6, and 5. Myimes with my dad and he allowed me to collected.
dad came home from work with this little drive around in the yard near the house by The Mid

blue car with a “beep beep” Road Runnermyself. | was having a ball when my
| believe my dad took the car in trade asgave him permission to drive.” | guess

down payment for another car. The origindike stretched the truth a bit—dad gave nQ,
car owner was Mr. Marvin Pavelchik who such permission. | thought my birthday

For my 10'birthday party | talked my

horn. My brothers and | ran out carrying ojounger brother came out and said it wa
dad into bringing the Midget home so |

like crazy, jumping up and down. You seeQK to give him a turn to drive. | let him
dad had a used car dealership and repairtake over and he took my youngest broth

business. He was always bringing home with him. He made one lap around the
different cars—nice ones—but nothing lik@ouse and at a turn, caught a steel mark

this one, before or since. Us boys really lipole with the right front fende€runch!

up when we saw this car that was “our
size.” We thought it was perfect. Dad tookyindshield and he had a nice bump on hi

us for our first ride around the neighbor- head. My dad was furious and couldn’t
hood with all four of us in the car. Some- believe that I'd let my younger brother

how we all fit. I'll never forget it.
lived in a nearby town. | have a copy of thearty was ruined, but the car was fixed u

original lllinois title and paperwork. My
dad made it clear to us that he wasn't goipgrty was the talk of my classmates for a

to keep the car. It would soon be up for sadang time.

at the dealership. Meanwhile it sat at his

repair shop for some months.
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give visitors a clear view into the garage
areas, and many have colorful museums
featuring famous stock car and sports C&Eontinu

exhibits, historical photos, and more. ack in February of 2002 when | was
Please mark your registration_ form, editingKing Midgets WestGale
choosing two from the four ch0|c_es of- Roberts, aged 70, who'd recently joined
fered, so we can get you to the right plagge King Midget Club wrote, “I have a
We may break into two groups dependingogel 2 King Midget without a title that |
on your choices. No admission fee on paye had since June 5, 1982. | assume it is
these tours. Some have souvenir stores pRgs4 [correct]. | have it completely
the premises if you are interested. stripped down to the frame which | am
Saturday morning we will go to Lowes g4ing to sandblast. | have most of the
Motor Speedway. There the tour includegyiginal parts but | need a few things. |
a close-up look _a’g areas that are off-limitggni to ‘gussy up’ the wheels with baby
on race days. Visit 'ghe NEXTEL Cup 9anoon hubcaps and find some port-a-
rage, travel down Pit Road, and take a \y4is " He also wanted help on finding or

picture in Victory Circle. The highlight Ofbuilding a top frame, and apologized for
this half-hour tour is a comfortable van g handwriting (better than mine!).

ride around the legendary Superspeedway
to feel the full-tilt force of the 24-degree
banking. Also visit the souvenir shop
while there.

For those not into racing we have sho
ping and more shopping. Concord Mills
the number one visitor destination in
North Carolina, featuring over 200 retail
and specialty outlet stores. If you like
something smaller, there are shopping
centers and malls close by.

If you like “old,” Concord is full of an-
tique shops, as is this whole area. We
have planned lots of time for talking and
catching up also. The Howard Johnson'
motel has a big pool for cooling off and

By Gale Roberts as told to Bob Vahsholtz
ed from the front cover)

was glad to hear Gale was getting
around to restoring his car and we set out
to help as much as we could. We told him
how to secure the baby moons and adver-
Rised for a top frame or dimensions. In his
Rext letter, a six pager, Gale confirmed
he’'d gotten his whitewalls and asked
about proper air pressure. He was seeking
replacements for the missing spindle caps
(who isn't—they’re an obsolete size) and
had questions about his transmission.
Model 2 transmissions have several dif-
ferences from the Model 3 illustrated in
the parts manual Gale had purchased from
%/Iidget Motors Supply. He'd been frus-
large inside area for keeping cool and Frated by the differences and wondered if
visiting with old friends and making newthere was or ever had been a manual for
: . : . the Model 2. As many of you know, there

There will be a carriage ride available at . L

; S . as, but it’s of limited value.
the dinner Saturday night; take a ride an\gu . ) A
get your picture taken. Rides are $4.00. ©ne thing | found out,” Gale said, “is

We've kept the tour expenses down arife drive sprocket on the transmission is a
got a good deal on the banquet at a beafiiferent thickness than the sprocket on
ful place. We're looking forward to seeinf® Model 3 and nothing is mentioned
everyone and hope you enjoy yourselve@POUt that in the parts manual from Mike

Any questions, please call Robert or eebe. | order_ed a new one and I'm going
Susan at 803—3é9-5878. Or e-mail us atto have to cut it down on a lathe or some-

| @ i how to get it to line up with the rear
angelsamongusnavacore.ne sprocket on the wheel ... these are the
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Four additional rocker switches operate
interior lamps, back-up lamps, a fuel
pump, and electrical fan.

| used 1956 Chevy tail/brake light
lenses and new chrome headlight buck-
ets. The aluminum bumpers were
straightened and polished. A 7/8 inch
wide black plastic molding strip along
the recessed center section of the
bumper provides scratch protection.

+
www.kingmidgetcarclub.org
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2nd Vice-President:Bryan Kreinbrink, 3316 State
Rt. 96 East, Shelby, OH 44875 419-347-1302

The doors are rather unusual. Each hagkreinbrinko01@neo.rr.com

a small square steel tubing frame with
aluminum skin on both sides. A spring
loaded latch is concealed inside the doo
that engages the rear vertical door
frame. Knobs on the inside and outside
of the door operate the latch. | have not
seen another car with this set-up.

The car came with the original folding
top framework but needed the canvas
material and window. As luck would
have it, | found a completely sown top

Secretary. Paula Jasper, 2425 Ervin Ln., Stockport,
OH 43787 740-559-3983 dpjasper@earthlink.net
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at the Athens Jamboree but was told tha{\ctivities Director: Phil Shearrow, 205 E. Russell

it may be a little small. The price was
right so | bought it anyway. By adding a
one-inch strip of matching material un-
der the window, it now fits like new.

At the start of this project, | designed
an Excel spread sheet to track all parts
used. Part numbers, quantities, source
and cost were documented. This has
proven to be a valuable tool. The only
down side is that the cost total keeps
creeping up, much to the chagrin of my
wife. But it's been fun.

| could never have completed this pro-
ject without guidance and encourage-
ment from a lot of folks. In particular |
owe a debt of gratitude to Bob
Vahsholtz, Dennis Jasper, David
Kitchen, Richard Pryer, and Lee Seats. |
want to recognize my brother-in-law

Ave., West Lafayette, OH 43845 740-545-6922
pshearrow@sbcglobal.net

Photographer: Wilma Daniel, 12150 Troy Rd.,
New Carlisle, OH 45344 937-845-1535

Writer: Al Good, 5380 Swope Road, Chambers-
burg, PA 17202 717-375-2119 goodshow@PA.net

Historian: Pat Funk, Box 186, Athens, OH 45701
740-594-3175_pat@capstone.ws

Canadian Director: Dale Bain, 8 Rebecca St. East,
P.O. Box 6, Alma, Ontario, NOB 1B0, Canada 519-

824-3309_dalebain@sentex.net
European Director: Ole Birger Gjevre “Sorento”

Strand, N-2900 Fagernes, Valdres Norway
613-60-870

Central/South American Director: George Blau,
P.O. Box 10404-1000, San Jose, Costa Rica U.S.
Mailing Address:1601 NW 97th Ave., Unit C-101,
Miami, FL 33172 506-384-3031

Next Issue’s Deadline

September 20, 2009

Steve Madaule and also Randy ChesnutEditor's Note: The views and opinions expressed

for all the welding. But most impor-
tantly | could not have done it without
the support from my wife Ardith.

in this publication are not necessarily those & th
International King Midget Car Club or its Board of
Directors.

Send dues and applications to the Secretary.
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had completed a lot of that research whiseooter tires. | believe this combination of
building his car. | ordered parts from variwheels, tires, and suspension components
ous manufacturers and parts catalogs. Gwevide the car with a better stance than
kart parts suppliers and Northern Tool atfte original. The steering box had a lot of
Equipment were quite helpful. play so | replaced it with an MG rack and
pinion unit from Lee Seats. This upgrade
was well worth the effort.
| drew my own custom wiring diagrams
for the installation of a modified “Pain-
less” wiring harness and fuse block. The
additional circuits not necessary for the
King Midget provide spares for growth. |
also incorporated a circuit that allows the
engine to be started from the engine com-
partment—useful for troubleshooting and
making engine adjustments.
The front end was worn out and needed
rebuilding. To correct some of the prob-
lems, | purchased Richard Pryer’s last set
of struts with one inch axles. These units
raised the front of the car about one and
one-half inches helping compensate for
the three and one-half inch lift in the rear.
The next problem was the front brakes. |
chose to use a set of seven-inch hydraulic,
four-bolt trailer drums and backing plates
from Northern Tool and Equipment.
These units were built much better with
larger shoes than the original ones. They The interior is fitted with aluminum
also had the same bolt pattern as the reganels painted with black crinkle paint,
hubs. | then installed new brake lines anSroviding a clean appearance with no
master cylinder to get the juice flowing. frame or braces visible. | also installed
Ten inch aluminum wheels from Doug-carpet on the floors and firewall. A new
las Wheel were used on all four cornersinstrument panel was fabricated retaining
The rear rims are eight inches wide withthe original speedometer and amp meter.
low profile 205/50-10 tires. The fronts arkight emitting diode lamps were added
five inches wide with 130/90-10 motor for the turn signal, hi-beams, and battery.
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little things a person finds out as you goenjoyed it very much. Keep up the good
along! work. | specially enjoy the Tech Tips col-

“ would love to sit down with another umn. You sent me a note that you now
King Midget owner and discuss the proshave two sets of plans for a Model 2 top
and cons of the little car. They are fun tofame and that you want to combine them
work on, though frustrating at times.” ~ into one good set of plans this next fall.

In December of that same year Gale sdfit is fine with me; I can wait. | will
another progress report, noting he'd to- look forward to getting them. | now have
tally rebuilt the transmission and engine MY Model 2 chassis almost complete.

(though it was still within factory spec) Next will come the body work. | have to
and said, “The rolling chassis is really Nave the body parts and fenders bead -

beautiful now. | have to do body work blasted, primgd and painted. It has_the
next ... | am going to paint the body usual small dlngs_ and dents to be_ﬁxed. I
bright yellow with black fenders. The ~ Will send you a picture of the running
wheels are painted bright red. | will have“nassis when | get it completed which
black seats and floor mats. | also made Should be in a few weeks, | hope.
solid oak dashboard and stained and var-With help from M2 owners having
nished it. | also have a 6-volt Delco alteroriginal top frames, we finally got to-
nator on it as it did not have a generatorgether some useful information on the top
when | got it. The alternator is driven by #iame, just in time for this note from Gale,
pulley on the clutch side of the engine “..- By the way | found an original top
through a V-belt to the alternator. | couldrame for my 1954 King Midget and I just
have changed the electrical system to 120ught a new cloth top for it from Midget
volts but | decided to leave it 6-volts likeMotors. I will soon have the car com-
original.” pleted. When | do | will mail you some

Correspondence-wise things moved pictures of it.” So were we upset that we’'d
along better beginning in May of 2003, 90ne to aI’I that Wprk on the top frame and
when Gale sent an email requesting mOl%ale dldn_t_need |t?,Heck no! Far better to
information on the restoration he had befind an original! We've used those draw-
gun. “I got your note with the latest newd?9S 0 help others.
letter that Hal Douse will be contacting ~ Good as his word, Gale sent a flock of
me about the top frame information. | wilPhotos including those on the cover a cou-
be glad to get that information. | wonderple of years ago. | thanked him and asked
if he has found out anything about the him to write up a story to go with them.
way the emergency brake is hooked up? IYou know what? That's the hardest part
haven't figured that out yet either. | now of a King Midget restoration for many
have email capabilities so | thought |  people, and so their story never gets into
would drop you a note. Thanks for help-print. But persistence paid off and Gale
ing me out.” I'm not sure if we ever did recently sent in the following:
get him an answer on the emergency  Well, | bought my 1954 Model 2 as a
brake, and were having a dickens of a pasket case. That is all the history that |
time getting proper top-frame details. W&now about it. | did not get a title with it;
heard from him again the following just a bill of sale. I put it in one of my
spring. buildings and it rested there until about

“I received the Spring 2004 Newsletter2002 when | decided to restore it. My son-
this morning and read every word of it. lin-law has a beautiful 30 by 50 ft. garage
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completely finished inside and with watethat. That kid had bought it from still an-
heated floor. We stripped the car down tother person in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin
the frame and had the frame sandblastedhich is 15 miles from where | live.” And
and painted; also the wheels, engine cowtow about this tidbit? “I forgot to mention
ers, fenders, hood and all other body that my son also has a King Midget; a
parts were painted by a local body shop1962 Model 3. He bought it in 1973 and
They also straightened the dings that wdrad it repainted bright-red and had the
in the aluminum grill. | had a local man Wisconsin engine completely overhauled
make a pair of polished stainless steel at that time. It was his first car and he
bumpers which were bent to the same drove it to high-school quite often in Jun-
angles as the originals. | had the seats eau, Wisconsin, a small town eight miles
redone with black vinyl material and north of our home. He still has the car and
bought a new top from Mike Beebe. Theit is still in excellent running condition
mechanical part of the restoration we dignow he has grandchildren that like to ride
ourselves (my son-in-law and I). We conm it). He now lives here in Clyman and is
pletely overhauled the Wisconsin enginea signal-maintainer for the Union-Pacific
and the transmission. We relined the drivalroad. So we have two King Midgets in
clutches and the brakes, replaced the our little village of 400 people. His King
sprockets and drive chain. We replaced Midget is completely stock except for
the headlights and taillights from J.C. chrome baby-moon hubcaps. | thought
Whitney Co. We finally completed the you might be interested in this.”
project in the fall of 2007 (five years of on| was! And asked Gale to get me photos
and off spare time endeavor). The drive of the two “family KM’s” together with
train is all completely stock but | added aheir owners. In response to that request
few accessories like a vintage tube-typehe said, “I bought the King Midget in the
radio of that era, mud—flaps, directional first p|ace because | thought perhaps we
lights, and back-up light to jazzitup a could use parts from it for my son’s
little like a young fellow would have don@/odel 3 which we had at the time. The
if he could have afforded it. All of which engine' clutches and transmission could
can easily be removed to make the car have been used if we had needed them. |
plain as it came from the factory. The cayiill have to see about getting pictures of
runs great. | hope you can use this for myyr cars and us together as the cars are
story. Please let me know if you want anseveral miles apart right now. Mine is in
more information. Thank&ale Roberts. my son-in-law’s garage out in the country
There was a time when I'd have been a few miles and we have lots of snow here
delighted to publish those 300 words, yet, so it will be awhile before | can get
along with Gale’s great photos, and be you the pictures so don't be in a hurry to
done with it. But his fine restoration de- put it in the newsletter yet. Is that OK
serves more. That's why | went back  with you?”

through all our correspondence and dug You bet it is Gale! But here I've gone
up more details for this story. For exam-aghead and pasted together the enhanced
ple, here’s a bit more history of the car: ‘dtory of your restoration, and that family
bought the car in 1982 from a kid who  photo is going to have to wait for another
had it for sale along the highway about 8sue. And we’ll all want to hear the full

miles north of where | live. He had bougbtory of your son’s car and how he came
it from another kid a few weeks before to purchase and restore it!
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(Continued from back cover)

In August of 2006, | attended the King
Midget Jamboree in Athens and was mes-
merized by the 70 cars at the event. Three
days filled with great little cars and super
people. | was hooked! | networked with
many owners and took lots of pictures. |
was amazed at the creative modifications
performed on the cars.

One very nicely modified Model Ill
stood out, and | decided to use several of
the changes incorporated in that car. It
wasn't until | got home that | found out
that David Kitchen was the car’s owner. |
contacted David and we have had many
phone calls and e-mails exchanging tech-
nical information. His help was invaluable
because with few cars on the West Coast,
| could not find anyone who had per-
formed similar modifications.

The rebuilding task began with remov-
ing all driveline components including the
engine cradle and the axle framework. |
built a new axle frame using the same size
rectangular metal tubing as the original.
However, | modified it to incorporate a
Comet differential with one inch axles
and hydraulic disc brakes. | also used

spacers to raise the rear of the car about

three and one-half inches and replaced th&h€ Most important part of fabricating
original 8 inch wheels with 10 inch ones "€ axle frame and engine cradle was en-

The stock rear shocks were retained. suring that the dimensions were spot on.
I modified the original engine cradle to

An error in one area would ripple down
accept a new 23 HP Briggs and Stratton;hnr(ljJ E;Teea(;gmg?:ﬁ ?h”evglr']n?r']?“ggg:ggt(
Vanguard with a Comet clutch “driver” gine, 9 '

pulley. The new cradle was designed todrive belt, chain, differential, disc brakes
clear t.he differential and disc brake com§md wheels was critical, Everything had to

ponents. The original gearbox was usedwork together. | created numerous draw-
but the iﬁput and output shafts were ings and mock-ups of different configura-

drilled and tapped for quarter 28 bolts tc)t|ons. It was three steps forward then two

secure the Comet “driven” pulley and a fge.ps _baCk before success was achieved.
tooth # 50 chain sprocket. The differentia)"inding parts was a real challenge. You
sprocket has 40 teeth. | fabricated an al@on't 9o down to your local auto parts

minum housing to enclose the final driveStore and pick-up parts like you would for

chain to protect the right hand brake dis¢0ur daily driver. This is where David
from chain lube contamination. Kitchen was an invaluable resource. He

1950 sign quoted frorA Verse by the Side of the
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#0939Don and Leslie Miller, 15312 E.
2820 N Road, Alvin, IL 61811, 217- and running. Restoration to stock
759-7257. Don is Gary Guy's cousin  condition is beginning this spring.
and owns a 1967 Model 3. (See p.1#p945Mark Riley, 1421 Glenwood

#0940Gary McFarlane, P.O. Box Place, Carthage, MO 64836, 417-
49001, Phoenix, AZ 85075, 623-849- 358-3503.

6812. Gary learned of us from the #0946David Funk, P.O. Box 186, Ath-
website. ens, OH 45701, 740-591-4738,

#0941David Weber, 726 Apple Blossom david@thecapstonecompany.com
Ct., Kimberly, W1 54136, 920-788- David is Pat and Earl's son. His asso-
1798, dpweber2@yahoo.coide ciation with King Midgets goes back
owns a 1959 with a Kohler. to childhood and he is a rejoining

#0942Ed Benson 674 26 Road, Grand member. He owns the 1962 Model 3
Junction, CO 81506, 970-640-0632, on display at the Athens museum.
ebensongjco@bresnan.ned's origi- #0947Dana McKinley, 1224 Twp. Road
nal 1963 Model 3 is cream white with 1443, Ashland, OH 44805, 419-289-
red trim and has 1,100 miles. 7010. Dana is rejoining and, accord-

#0943Arthur George, 170 Holderness ing to past records, he owns three
Road, Sandwich, NH 03227, 603- King Midgets.

284-6929, ruppye@localnet.com  #0948Doug & Lori Shotts, 110 Holmes
Arthur learned of us on the internet. Street, Vandergrift. PA 15690 724-

#0944Phil Evans, 1711 Kings Highway, 568-2203 shotts110@comcast.net

Chester, NY 10918, 510-827-9055, #0949Stephen Renalds80 Ceocia Lane,

says the car is rough but complete
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The following discussion is taken from
Mark McCourt’s blog on King Midgets

By

pal Bob Vahsholtz, the author &fing

reasonably priced, offered real environ-
mental solutions like alternate

fuel or hybrid power, and perhaps even

Mark McCourt  P€Came “trendy?

was recently contacted by Jenaye An-Mark’s post drew 13 Responses, which
tonuccio on the suggestion of my old I've summarized below:

Davesays Safety regulations will make

Midget: The Story of America’s Smallestsure we don't see something that simple
Dream Car Jenaye is a writer, editor anchgain.

novelist, and she was working on a
story forThe Athens Newaf Athens,

Bob Vahsholtz saysTiny correction
Mark. My newsletterKing Midget Motor-

Ohio, the home of Ohio University and ng, is no more. It has been folded into the
the place where King Midget cars were King Midget Club’s newsletteking

Midget NewsThat publication has been
She had the idea of examining the Kingoubled in size and I'm the editor. I'll be

born and built.

Midget's founders Claud

Dry and Dale Orcutt’s
small-scale sales and bus
ness success, and she
wanted to put this in the
context of today’s vola-
tile automotive market,
with automakers in finan-
cial trouble and cars com-
ing under increasing envi-

The attitude of the founde
~.. to be debt averse, not
out to make a killing, but
out to make a living and
fulfill a need ... is wonder

interested in comments that
rarise from this blog.

Mark McCourt says
Sorry for the snafu, Bob -
but | too am interested to
see if people will think

ful, laudable and would ge¢&long the lines that | did, or

you laughed out of any
boardroom of the Big
Three.

if some will follow your
lead and think outside of
the box. Please feel free to

jobyna@earthlink.netPhil is a past
member with a 1967 Model 3. He

by Jane Henke

Stuarts Draft, VA 24477, 540-337-
1676 srenalds@crosslink.net

Hank and | have been attending Jamb#struments, do a comedy routine—I even
rees for nearly a decade and we've en- heard there's a ventriloquist in our midst.

joyed every one. Everybody loves the

How about for the 2010 Jamboree we

cars, the programs have been great, andhave some sort of “Talent Contest” per-
we enjoy visiting the different areas to sémps with prizes donated by local mer-

what they have to offer. Most of all

chants? Nothing fancy—just tapping the

though, it's the people. The people in thitalent within to have a lot of fun. Maybe
Club are special. Maybe more so than wihat could be the “after banquet” program

all realize.

or scheduled for another evening’s enter-

Tuning in to various conversations at tainment? If nothing else, it would be a

the Coshocton Jam last sum-
mer (and in previous years), |
was struck by the number of
talentedpeople in our Club.
That is, talent extending even
beyond restoring King Midg-
ets! People who can sing, play
3U King Midget News

way to get to know each other
better.

Let's talk about it at Con-
cord, or email me at janee-

henke@aol.com’ll bet there

are talents among us we never
suspected!

ronmental impact scrutiny share your thoughts with us
How did thousands of King Midgets find and our readers at a further junction! And
buyers then, and would it be possible to thanks for your thoughts, Dave—I have to
recreate this phenomenon today? admit that I'm in your court.

| researched and wrote a paper on the Errcoman saysHey! Can you go off-
history of the King Midget years ago  roadin’ in one of these??... uhh okay, bad
when | was a graduate student at OU’s jdea. | bet you could put a blade on one

E.W. Scripps School of Journalism, and have a really cool lawn mower, right?
and KMs have fascinated me ever Michigander says Only if | can mow

E_ncel.vlqgna%/? Wtc;]ndered V\{neth(_ar | felt amy lawn with it too (see that way | can
ing Midget for the new millennium was ), iha idea to the Mrs.).

feasible, so | offered my thoughts, some John says | believe if it could be built

of which she used in her piece. Bob, ) :
who has had an almost lifelong associa-at @ reasonable price there would be inter-
est in a car like this as a “fun” car. It

tion with KMs and studied them exhaus-

tively when researching his book, oﬁere(ﬁea”y would not meet most people S
a different opinion, which he’s expandin eeds for an e\_/eryday car without major
in a piece to run ir; a future issueking mprovements in comfort and amenities

Midget Motoringmagazine. and weather tightness. But as Dave says
. . above, too much government regulation
Do you think that Americans would bu)énymore for something this simple.
a sub-smart fortwo-sized car if it were
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Marc Tyler says The attitude of the ~ Midget around 1991 or 92, | knew noth-
founders of King Midget, to be debt ing about the cars, the company or the
averse, not out to make a killing, but outmen who designed and built them. So |
to make a living and fulfill a need—evenset on a personal quest to find out as much
a small niche need—is wonderful, laud- as | could and soon learned there was lit-
able and would get you laughed out of tle or no written information. | became an
any boardroom of the Big Three, Bear email writer forKing Midgets West
Stearns, AIG, etc. | think that possessiompublication started by Bob Vahsholtz. We
of an MBA should be a Class 3 felony! put our heads together and by talking to

There is a need for small efficient people, emailing others and studying the
neighborhood vehicles. Traffic and liabilbits and pieces of print material, | think
ity laws will need to change to reflect theve helped folks understand more about
realities of climate change and uncertairthe cars and the company and their place
supplies of fossil fuel. (Yeah I know, notin automotive history through the newslet-
bloody likely, what do the law and realityters we wrote.
have to do with one another?) I'm ready | always thought of Bob as being the
for King Midget Il, an electric vehicle thasmart one, and it was he who did the bulk
includes solar panels for the garage roobf the work on the newsletters. Plus, he
Just enough charging capacity for that had actual writing experience and talent
occasional short errand. which | did not. The book project was his

Kit Fostersays Isn’t that what the Tataand it was quite a surprise to the three of
Nano is about? A 21st Century KM mighs Bob, John White the Tech Editor for
be good for developing countries, but | King Midget Motoringand myself, that
think Americans demand more creature the bulk of the material for the book came
comforts. Smart cars are not exactly clogluring the last couple years.
ging the roads. Having driven one | can As in all partnerships there are differ-
understand why. ences. The main one being the premise of

Marc Tyler says The trouble with the the book, that under certain conditions,
Smart Cars is they're a novelty act. the car and company could have survived.
They're not inexpensive, not practical, My more than 40 years of reading about
and they don’t get particularly good fuel and studying automobiles caused me to
economy. Compare a Smart FourTwo disagree.
with a 1977 Datsun B210 which got more | think the Founders saw the hand writ-
MPG and had way more room. ing on the wall; their business and sales

Perhaps when Americans drop that extgre dwindling. To build a car for the 70s
40 pounds we're all carrying around we and beyond was going to require a healthy
can revisit this. An economic collapse cdfvestment in a redesign, tooling, as well
do wonders for the waistline. And dwin- as new methods of distribution, sales, and
dling natural resources and manufacturidglvertising. They might have had the as-
capacity have a way (eventually) of causets to pull it off, but would it have paid
ing people to adjust their expectations. Off?

Harold Douse Says| read [Jenaye’s] For two guys in their later years it was
article as well as Bob's excellent book. not worth the risk. If built today, a bare
For nine or so years | wrote articles for bones King Midget-like vehicle would
the various King Midget publications. ~ have limited niche appeal and the niche
When | stumbled across my first King would be too small to be profitable. I'm a
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1]
A(dvertising Policy For Sale1966 King Midget running
Notice there are fewer ads in this issue 9€@r for sale. I'm changing over to Honda
than in the past two. That's because thig?oWer. Have the complete KM 3 running
time | did not specifically solicit ads, but 9€ar for sale. Rebuilt 12 hp Kohler en-
simply printed the ones that came in. SUgine, bored 10 oversize, new piston, rings,
veys over the years have indicated that 0d. bearings and gaskets. Exhaust sys-
KM fans like to see ads in their newslet-t€Mm, starter generator also rebuilt with
ter, and since they're free, yours are well€W belt, clutches and good belts, trans-
come. The only requirements; that the afission and shift lever, chain, both rear
be King Midget related and th,at if an ad Wheels with new tires. All on the rectan-
is to be repeated, that it be changed a pgular frame. This pa_ckage starts and runs
to keep it interesting. Pictures are encouf’€!l, ess than 30 minutes since rebuiilt.
aged, and you're also encouraged to MUST be picked up in North Florida.

place your ad on the Club's website. ~ $1,500.00 FIRM, emails to:
boatbob2@earthlink.net

Wheel Spinners Available
With the help of Lee Seats, Scot Olene
located the two or three prong wheel spin-
ners like Lee has and can be used on all
King Midgets. They're all metal and
chrome plated. Simply remove the old
hubcap and set-screw the wheel spinners
in place. Includes all hardware but no
instructions—they're that simple to install.
Cost is $46.95 including shipping. Cali-
fornia Pacific J Bugs, 2040 Oceanside
Blvd. Oceanside, CA 92504 1-800-231-

1784 www.jbugs.com

Wanted wooden doors for the M2
For Salel found a 1967 I'm restoring. | have the latches but need
(K671010) in a scrap heap when | was the all the wooden parts and the hinges.
looking for parts for my own restoration, George Hallstein, 164 Rural Grove Rd.,
and salvaged the frame and parts showrSprakers, NY 12166 518-922-517
above The body was all rusted out, the GHFH@localnet.com

floor pan was gone also the dash. The Wanted chrome retainer ring for

rear suspension assembly was gone the taillight of a '59 Model 3. Dick Russ,

bt e Spone rade v Sl e s iy et Oy,
OK 73132 405-641-8946

ood shape with pretty tight tubes and a~.
good steepring coIan.)/Tr?e deck lid can dickathome@cox.net
probably be savedb750. For Sale1952 Model 2 lacking en-
Ivan Boettner, 100 E. Second Street, gine and fenders. Has transmission.
Alvo Nebraska 68304 402-781- $1,500. Located in Tennessee, Joe Mar-
2110 _ivanboettner@yahoo.com shall, 865-617-9232
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One of our newest members is Bill Radzikanting to know about the car.

“Red” as he is called, worked for Wyman The King certainly got a lot of attention.
Gordon in Connecticut and left for work A few fellows gave themselves back
driving his King Midget at five a.m. He  strains trying to lift the rear end off the
drove it 15,000 miles the first year. “I buyyround. | was witness to a couple of these

the unusual,” Radzik told a reporter last strength tests. One could lift the front end
spring. Here’s his story relating how he gasy.

acquired his '67 M3. Looking back, | wish that I'd had that
- / King when | was single. | had numerous
By Bill Radzik  Young ladies ask me if they could take a
hen | ran across the King Midget,ride with me. I have lived in small town
sent along a check with my orderWebster, Massachusetts all my life.
| was not too sure that my order would getMy wife Carol drove it around town. At
through, seeing that a lot of mail was notone time, get this, she had her mother in
being answered. | ordered a car with a the passenger seat, my son Keith (two
galvanized body, color white, aluminum years old) between them, my wife was
doors, sprocket for level-type driving andoregnant with our daughter Tracy, plus my
a tow bar. mother-in-law had a broken left arm in a
The King was a fun car to drive, not oncast.

the big highways but on secondary roads.| never thought to take any pictures of
Almost every time | parked in short-termthat era. | felt bad that the King went out
parking, | had someone waiting for me, of pusiness. It was one of a kind.

| also wish we had photos for Bill's story. Barrteld me (Bob) the car Dale is lifting
on page 86 of my book probably didn’'t have an emgistalled, because that would
have made it too heavy to lift. Ed Batchelor shist tuzzy picture which suggests
Dale might have been stronger than Barney thougft2thistorian alert! Has anyone
ever seen doors quite like the ones on this M2 ha notch on the bottom.
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One thing is certain. We now know better than ofothe example set by Detroit!
The microcar challenge would be a heck of a lotexabGM President, Harlow Cur-
tice, would have listened to Peter Brock and Haleyl back when the Model 3 King
Midget was being introduced and the car shown alea® proposed for production.
SeeMicrocar News#2, 2009 or www.bre.nébr more on this neat microcar that was
to sell for $1,000, until Curtice said, “We don’ake small cars at GM!” The design
was by Peter Brock, who attended Art Center abloeisame time as | and became
GM'’s youngest designer. Curtice probably “knew” Giduld not produce such a
vehicle profitably, and he was surely right—unlgesy were willing to “think outside

the box” as Midget Motors did.

real fan of the cars and like them the way
Mr. Dry and Mr. Orcutt built them.
Would | buy a new one? No thanks, I'll
drive my Jeep!

Sadly today there is an active following
of owners that want to build up the King
Midget for today’s roadways with larger

engines and different transmissions. The2.

supply of originals was meager to begin
with and many are now gone. The King
Midget may become just a memory in the
minds of old geezers like me who will, of
course, soon fade away as well. Perhaps
that is the way history should be.

Bob Vahsholtz sayd’ll say | find little
to disagree with the above and yet | be-

lieve the prospects for the kind of vehicle.

envisioned by Claud Dry and Dale Orcutt
are better than ever. Briefly, here’s why:

1. There are endless quantities of excel-

lent materials and components avail-
able these days at attractive prices. Off
the shelf stuff used by the ATV, snow-
mobile and lawn tractor industries, for
example. Midget Motors had to build
just about everything, and those en-
gines were way too heavy.

There’s an enormous need. In this
country, we can no longer afford to use
one vehicle for all purposes. We need
to evolve our streets and roads into
three categories; travel, commute and
downtown. “Travel” restricted to cur-
rent vehicles, “downtown” to micros
and “commute” both, where appropri-
ate, for example, with low-speed lanes.
The Federal 500 Standard for Low
Speed Vehicles has been accepted by
most states, and provides the founda-
tion for rules of the game. Several cit-
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ies are having considerable success You can still commenbn Mark’s blog
with it, using golf carts adapted to the http://blog.hemmings.com/
purpose. Because of current battery index.php/2008/12/15/small-idea-big-
tech, those are not much fun to drive, possibilities/
but still beat the trolley. & /

4. Culture is the biggest obstacle. So ini-

tially the microcars should be powered There is no single secret to Midget Mo-
by existing gas engines, which can  tOr'S success but the graph below sums up

make a 25 mph micro car drive like a @ ti_dy bundle of them. This represents my
little sports car. Just take a spin in oné&Stimate of the Company’s business dur-
of those modified King Midgets that INd the years of the founders.

Harold and | both dislike! Fun things ~ The black top line represents annual
are what change American culture. sales of vehicles and the dotted line below

5. Keep the cost down. These microcardt Shows the approximate gross margin
need to be priced at $4,000 to $6,000,
(about the price of a King Midget, ad-
justed for inflation); less than half the
typical entries into the market. Like
Harold, | didn’t think that possible until
| did my research for the book. Claud
and Dale’s success opened my eyes,
and I'm currently in the process of fur-
ther documenting how they did it, and
how their trick can be repeated today.
Detroit can’t do it. Fetch a pair of entre-
preneurs like Claud and Dale, provide
them the recipe and step out of their way.
Kim Ferry says| fell in love with these
amazing little cars when | was a child .

“realized fi th les. The h
and | still find them to be the “Worlds 1o 2o orm TOSE SEEs. The Neavy gray

" : line represents the sales of other stuff,
Number One Fun Car.” That will never ainiy publications, surplus and parts.
change. The lighter gray line below that is the

Bob Vahsholtzsays Very interesting,  gross margin attributable to those sales.
and thanks to all of you. I'm working on Add together the two gross margins, sub-
the Spring issue dfing Midget News  tract overhead and you get pretax profits.
which will summarize what's been written 11, 0se “Other” businesses (publishing,
here. And as Mark mentioned, I'm also g,rpius and parts) varied quite a bit over
working on a larger article for a future 4 years, but all were high margin opera-
issue. It has gotten too darned big to fit if?ons, typical of that sort of well-managed
the newsletter, so I'm not just sure wherg, ginesses back in those days. We think
it might go. Anyone interested in pursuing \\ as a vehicle manufacturer, but
the idea on new King Midgets further is e that “Other” represented the bulk of
welcome to contact me directly. the sales and gross profits for the first five

Yes, the challenges are substantial, bufears. In those early years, the margin on

in my opinion, not nearly as formidable afhicles was low due to development and
those faced by Claud and Dale!
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birthday in 1965. He was very embar- that a lot).

rassed and did not want to drive it to So | don't think I've met Steven, but
school! After blowing a head gasket, he hope he'll bring his King Midget to Con-
shoved it into his garage where it got co¥ord this summer. Maybe we can get an
ered with boxes and disappeared. update to his story.

In 1973 Neal Zappa found out about thenow here'’s something else from the
car's problem, bought a gasket at & lawngitorial files that's been in a holding
mower shop and fixed it without telling pattern far too long.

Bob. We took it out joy riding—a fond
memory.

Fast forward to 1990; a family reunion
in Phoenix, Arizona. | woke up at the mo-
tel on a Sunday morning and there was a
microcar show in the parking lot, featur-
ing another King Midget—the second one
I'd seen in 18 years. | took pictures and
strolled down memory lane again.

Fast forward again to 2004 when | saw
an ad in my local paper, “Wanted to
Buy—King Midget.” | called just to
maybe reminisce and the guy said he'd
just bought one and why didn’t | come
down to his lawnmower shop and take a

look.
Dale Bain is a charter member of the

| did, and would fstop.by every i Club and is our Canadian Director. He
months or so and inquire of its progress . : : .
: has huge files of King Midget data in ad-
which was slow. But when | stopped to ition to a prime example of each car
check on it in March of 2007, he asked i

was readyv to pick it un. | was shocked idget Motors built. He sent this photo,
ytop P ' taken outside a motel somewhere. We

since | thought it was his baby! Then Mknow the Company used a truck like this

mind’s gear started turning. Could | possi- : :
bly afford it? | worked out a deal with hirréne to haul a ng.Mldget around the

; . country on sales trips, or perhaps as a
and have been very involved with my new

(time consuming) hobby. Single vehicle delivery.
I’'m looking forward to becoming a So the gentleman is presumably a

member of vour fascinating car club Midget Motors employee, but | don't have
you inating uo. any idea who. If you do, let me know—

Since Steven has been a member for &,y he for a future revision of the book.
couple of years now, | guess that story

has been gathering dust for a spell.

As it happens, I've also attended a mi-
crocar show near Phoenix (Cottonwood,
Arizona) and saw two King Midgets there,
but, one of which belonged to a fellow
named Pat Mackin, so when | saw Steve’s
story | raced to check my files and see if |
was just mis-remembering the name (I do
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the Amphicar uncovered and out of the The front of the Henry J is still under
ruined building. a lot of debris. Thigollapse was “the

The reporter was the most interestedworst day of my life,"so I do not know
in and intrigued by the Amphicar as hehow badly it is damaged. I've been
had done a story on it several years ad#orking night and day, and much of
Also the paper’s regular humor colum-the time in cold, snowy, rainy weather
nist had taken a ride on Loon Lake witB0, needless to say, my year has been
us in it, hence, the special attention to retty miserable and discouraging to
in the Co”apsed bu||d|ng article. this pOint in time! But—it could have

| still do not have the KM out of the P€€n worse—lI could have been in the
debris, just now took the enclosed building and killed when it went down!

rather poor Polaroid picture. The danf>IS0, We have a much larger storage
age is done, and at least it is somewh{ilding with more rare cars, etc., etc.
protected from the elements right whet&hich did not go down. Yep, life could
it is until we get the new building be a lot worse.

(which insurance is helping to pay With best regards,

for). | can see that the hood on the Ken Campbell

King is badly bent, but can't see the left ggp,

front of the car hardly at all. The poor | (aceived your book in the mail today,
little critter was already pretty badly 4,4 | haven't put it down since opening
dinged up and this latest tragedy addégle enyelope. You promised a money
some more “insult to injury"—plus o guarantee. Well you are not getting
many more hours of work when and if | hac1 1t is bringing back a lot of memo-
can ever find (MAKE?!) time to play  jes from my teenage through early adult
with it! years. Thanks for writing the book and
mentioning it to me in your email.
Jack Baker
That's not really a letter to the Editor,
but more of a shameless plug for my book.
Jack contacted me looking for information
on King Midgets, having seen my name on
the Club’s website. Now he’s looking for
a car and hopefully, joining the Club.

The following is a little story that's been
in the file for some time. | hold them, hop-
ing for more details, or use them when
there’s room in an issue.

Send me your story. You needn’t be a
professional writer or winner of the spell-
ing bee. Tidying up the details is my job.

(Incidentally, in spite of the FACT
that the cars were the primary and most .
valuable “contents” of the building, the
Farmers Insurance Company insists
they are not covered.)

By Steven Mackey
y friend Bob Jones’ dad bought
him a King Midget for his 18
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startup costs. Midget Motors worked  went to the government and negotiated an
magic in maintaining an excellent gross exemption from crash regulations that
margin on vehicles through 1960, but might have doomed the King. Vernon
both sales and margins collapsed as theEads cleverly adapted to ICC regulations
aging Model 3 soldiered on. that threatened ruinous shipping costs.
The 15 years of 1945 to 1960 demon- Our government is heavy-handed, but
strated the potential of Midget Motors. generally tries to work with people who
But the first five years of high margins inare attempting to do the right thing.
that “Other” category made possible a  About 15 years ago that notion was put
low-capital but profitable startup. Those to the test by Bombardier, a Canadian
continuing margins enabled them to company that tooled up a Microcar and
squeak out a profit even in bad years fowas joined by makers of golf carts want-
car sales. This approach to business ening to gain street use for King Midget-
abled Midget Motors to “Price on the  sized vehicles. Bombardier’'s product
Curve,” a concept that (to my knowledggpelow) failed—typical for microcar start-
did not exist at that time. They just pricedps—but street-legal golf carts are going
the stuff at what they deemed fair value strong, aided by a new standard that took
for money and figured out a way to buildabout a decade to evolve.
it at a profit. It's the good old American
Way, now commandeered by foreigners.
General Motors could have used (and
still could) a similarly innovative ap-
proach to microcars. Like most giant bu-
reaucracies though, they simply could not
change their way of going, and apparently
still can’t. A couple of decades ago, they
“re-invented” themselves by launching
the widely-praised Saturn division. It
went from triumphant launch to pending
closure, nicking mighty GM’s margins by About eight years ago NHTSA intro-
another billion or two. duced the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Does anyone think a joint venture withStandard No. 500 (49 CFR 571.500). As
Segway will show them the way ? far as is known, they won no prize for
" creative naming. Let’s just call it the 500
. O Standard. Nearly all states have either
By Bob Vahsholtz, and Tim Smyth adopted this standard or have a similar

In addition to zero bureaucracy and zef§'€ Of their own on the books or in prepa-
debt, the big advantage Claud Dry and ration. The vehicles can be either electric
Dale Orcutt had over those contemplatir®] 9as powered.
production of a microcar today was the  No. This standard does not apply to ex-
near-total absence of regulation. isting King Midgets, though a local DMV

A common perception is that burgeon-might yvell use it for Iicensing your home-
ing regulation was a key factor that built King Midget reproduction.
doomed the King Midget. Not so. The  Tim did most of the research on these
Company adapted to growing regulationlaws and regulations. All this is of little
with no particular difficulty. Joe Stehlin value to current King Midget owners, but
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provides a real opportunity for those con- Michigan requires LSV drivers to wear

templating a rebirth of the King. Mike  a helmet unless the vehicle’s top meets an

Beebe’s prototypes are built to this stan-automotive standard.

dard. Montana andNorth Dakota impose no
Here’s a summary of the regulation’s road limitations on LSVs, so far as is

requirements as of five years ago (they’denown.

a moving target and changing fast; check New Jerseylimits LSV access to those

with your local DMV): roads having 25 mph speed limit but al-
The category is Low Speed Vehicles lows municipal exceptions.

(LSV’S) It's limited to four-wheeled ve- In Oregon, the owner can Se|f-certify

hicles (not trucks) capable of maintainingompliance—no data plate required.

speeds of 20 to 25 mph on the level. If it 5414 pakotalicenses four-wheeled

can't go that fast, you have a golf cart. gjectric vehicles as a “Noncommercial
Faster and you're subject to “regular” (Automobile) Vehicle.”

automotive rules. Texasrequires LSV’s to display those
The vehicle must have headlights, fro”&ay-glo “Slow-Moving Vehicle” em-

and rear turn-signals, tail lights, stop blems, even if you're not Amish
lights, Sld? and _rear reerctors.,, . Utah requires a slow moving vehicle
A rear view mirror on the driver's side jyengification number on the rear.
and either an interior mirror or one on the . :
Anyone contemplating production

other S'd_e' should, of course, do a detailed study of
A parking brake. various state requirements. The point here
A safety glass or Lexan windshield. s, a standard has been written, it is sensi-
Two-point or three-point seat belts for ble, and it is being widely adopted.

each passenger. Here in California we're on the leading

A manufacturer’s serial number and edge of innovation. For example, we're
data plate that certifies compliance. wayahead on deficit spending, ruinous

That's it! Pretty simple. Of course, youtaxation and the like. It's not unusual to
have to get the vehicle locally licensed see glorified golf carts like the Chrysler
and insured, and that means also compl{zem tooling around town and even local
ing with your state’s regulations which roads. In retirement communities, such
may be more odious. Most require a Va|@hiC|eS are thick. I'm confident it would
driver's license and limit LSVs to streetsbe no problem to take a Jim Berg M1 re-
and roads having 35 mph speed limits. Production, slap on a small Lexan wind-
Some specific examples of state regula-shield, simple lights and bumpers and get
tions as of 2003: a license (I believe Jim is putting data

In Arkansas, if you can’t keep up with plates and serial numbers on his cars).
traffic, you can be cited. That's how Claud and Dale started. Tak-

GeorgiaandVermont require a yellow ing the_next step to a two-seater would be
strobe light on the vehicle. far easier now than itwas in 1949. Sure

Indiana allows a top speed of 35 mph the existing marke.t is tiny. Unlike 1949

i “though, the potential is enormous. One
Kansasallows LSVs to be driven on

treets and roads havi 0 40 mph step at a time. Learning curve.
Streets and roads having up to <9 mp Want to know more? Give me a holler.
speed limits.
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admired since high school froropular larly enjoyed Ken Campbell’s article. He's
Mechanicsads. | even still have a KM my type of guy. | could relate to his ac-
Manual sent to me in the 1950s. Since count about daydreaming about being a
had owned three Checkers in the 1960- rider agent, except he actually wrote to the
era, | found some on eBay and bought . company, where | just got to the day-
1977. Then | found John Lee’s listing o1 dreaming phase!

eBay, so now | have a garage full of Jim Berg

“wishes.” My Checker was never a cab |

but the personal car of a female cab ’
driver, who sold it to a UN employee wt
was transferred to Nepal and had to sel

his "Dottie. from my verbal ramblings. The get-

My grandfather, Charles A. Peterson, (ether at Coshocton was well organized
was plant superintendent for Duesenbe _ 4 - |0t of fun. We all enjoyed it

when it was in New Jersey (Elizabeth a . . .
. Our King Midget (Judy’s and mine) has
Newark) before moving to Rochester ar 98,592 miles on the odometer, as of this

then Indiana. He also worked for Gener ! .

Vehicle and others and refused person: morning. PQSSIny' we may have a zero
the first Ford dealership on Long Island reading on it, _th|s year. ) .
from his friend Henry. For General, he Thanks again for a well written article—
visited Mercedes Benz in 1911 and wro It Will be a prize to pass on to the grand-
an 80 page report, saying “they make a SO

beaytiful [sic] auto, but do not really Dave Johnson

know how to make it.” General did not ~ Wow Dave, | don’t think you mentioned
buy Benz. He was into mass productior that mileage figure in our interview! That
and Benz was still making custom cars. would make yours the second-highest

Hope to make the King Midget gather- mileage King Midget we know of (not far
ing soon. behind Norm Kendall's car). You surely

You can see what keeps me busy on qlid a beautiful job of making it look just
www.tristatejazz.org. like new! Al

Pete (Dewitt Peterson) Bob,

Pete bought John Lee’s Model 2, join¢  Thanks for printing my “almost a KM
the Club and bought a copy of my book dealer’f story in the (GREAT!) winter
He seems to have liked it as he orderec 2009King Midget Newsand especially
seven more for his kids and grandkids. for your kind introduction for same.
Pete is President of that Tri State Jazz But now a rather sad "P.S.” to my

organization, that was founded by his I¢ Story as fairly well covered by the en-
wife. closed newspaper story. (With a few

Bob errors it is close to correct.)
) My used-to-be-extremely-nice '89
?
What happened to Burma Shave? TF Lincoln Town Car was the most badly
are nice in the bottom of the page. o :
damaged; in fact, it pretty much took
Lee the fall for the Amphicar. The Model T
Bob, Touring Car sustained quite a lot of
| recently received miKing Midget damage, but not nearly as much as |
Newsand have been enjoying it. | partic feared. | now have it, the Lincoln, and

Thank you for a quality article iking
Midget News—it takes a special talent to
create an extremely well written article



Shearrow will contact each nominee to ke simply forget, and so we're sending
sure that the member agrees to be a catidém one extra newsletter and one last
date and serve if elected. reminder. Their names are included at the

No nominations will be accepted at €nd of the roster.
the Jamboree. All nominations must be Old timers will recall that we used to
made by July 6, 2009. If no candidates grablish known serial numbers with this
nominated for a position, the current  list, a practice discontinued in recent
board of Directors will find at least one years. We still try to keep track of all
candidate for that position. known King Midgets though. On this list

Phil will then prepare a ballot listing you’ll see a column listing the number of
all candidates and get them into the Janking Midgets each of you own as best we
boree registration packet for Club mem-can tell. Accuracy is impossible, since
bers only. Election will be by written bal-cars trade hands frequently. If the number
lot at the Jamboree. Phil will count the of cars we have listed for you is incorrect,
votes on the ballots with the assistance @fe’d much appreciate if you'd send in the
another member; then announce the wimumber you own and their serial numbers.
ning candidates at the Club’s business An email to the Secretary or Editor would
meeting at the Jamboree. be fine!

If there are any questions about the  please note also we've included the ad-
nomination or election process, just congress and email information that we have
tact any Club officer. on file. We'd appreciate any additions or

This year, there are two positions to corrections. And we encourage you to use
fill, SecretaryandClub Activities Direc- thjs list to contact or stay in contact with
tor. As you've seen by the preceding stayour King Midget Club friends! For ex-
ries, there’s lots of flexibility in how you ample, if you know anyone who failed to

might choose to do one of these jobs anday their 2009 dues, give 'em a jingle!
plenty of people to help you over any

rough spots. They're not easy, but they're
important and you can tailor the work and %
time to your skills and talents. The whole Bob,

Club benefits from a bit of innovation. The article by Lee Seats in the latest
If you'd like to volunteer your own KM Club newsletter was well written and

name or someone else’s for_ n.o.mina_tion thoroughly enjoyed. You sure did a beau-
contact the current Club Activities Direc+iful ]Ob on your K|ng It must be lots of

tor: Phil Shearrow, 205 E. Russell Ave., fun to drive it.
West Lafayette, OH 43845 740-545-6922- .o Roberts
pshearrow@sbcglobal.net

This year’s official roster of paid-up

Club members is included with this new ,
letter. issue’s front cover car!

We've had to squeeze it a bit tighter to Bob, _ o
keep it to four pages and still fit in all the When my wife JoAnne died in Decem-

new and returned members. Also, the P€r 2006, | read an article, among many
board decided to include the names of O grieving, that said you should do
most people who paid in 2008 but failegSomething somewnhat radical. Like a long

to renew. It has been found that most pd§f™M wish or dream. So | went on eBay
and found King Midgets, which | had

Thanks Gale, that's a nice compliment
£goming from the fellow who restored this
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4+ 1 By Scot Olene
Between projects, | took a cue from Bob’s bookwrate the following— a fairy tale
scenario that never occurred, but could have, @bl have. | hope you enjoy it.
Dateline Athens, Ohio, Spring, 2009
Subject: Management Changes Complete at Midget Motors

At a press conference in the cafeteria of Midgetdviy Earl Funk, surviving
partner of the Funk and Linscott team, announcéldtepping aside. The keys will
be turned over to Earl's son David in partnershigh\wan Dry, son of Midget Mo-
tors’ founder Claud Dry. David Funk is grandsoritef other founder, Dale Orcutt.

Earl Funk and Barney Linscott took the reins of §éitiMotors in the mid-60’s
after helping the founders successfully launchatheew Model 4 that proved such a
success in the first energy crisis and establishieiget Motors as a microcar leader.
That team continued success after success, cdystantving the product through
the current Model 12.

With the untimely passing of Barney Linscott lasayand David’s success in
replacing Linscott in R&D as well as managing pratibn, Earl decided it was time
to step down. That decision was confirmed by twexpected events. First, Earl's
doctors urged him to cut back his work load. Sectimel enterprising senior Funk was
able to convince Dan Dry to return to Athens anadhmarketing at Midget Motors.
Dan, it turned out, was ready for a change fromvary successful photography ca-
reer and was eager to rejoin the firm his fathefozmded.

Earl noted that he’'d stay on as CEO for a whilevibas looking forward to “...
giving the young bucks a chance to have some fun.”

David Funk took the microphone and assured everttuatethe mission of
Midget Motors would not change. He then made tw@mannouncements. First, in
defiance of recessionary times (which are benéficidlidget Motors) and any lin-
gering superstitions surrounding tales of Atherdarted past, he introduced the all
new King Midget Model 13. Production of the sturqimew car is ready to roll, fol-
lowing company tradition of building only cars fahich deposits are in hand. The
backlog is unusually strong for the new car.

The second announcement was a bombshell. Davidrsaimld Campbell
Street plant, Midget Motors’ first new factory, wasing renovated, the old dies
dusted off and parts put back into productionidhit output would concentrate on
making all parts for prized originals of the fitetee King Midget series of cars, plus
Super-Cycles. Next, following Midget Motors’ traidih of careful product evolution,
kits would be made available for home buildersngsiew power trains but the origi-
nal designs. Finally it is expected that the conypaitl introduce complete running
replicas of those early vehicles, perhaps withio ywars, if demand proves adequate.

Further details will be released in coming weeks.
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If you read the front cover story, you'll lie, and I this last summer to let us know
realize owner’s stories rarely come in  they were again in the area. They'd made
“over the transom.” Here's one that's  the trip to collect two Kings they had lo-
just getting under way. We hope to see cated here in lllinois, and had finally been
Don’s car on a cover one of these days.able to purchase. One was a Model 2,
Let's getyour story into the hopper. which they planned to keep and restore,
2 ' ( # and the other a Model 3, which would be

By Don Miller  fOr sale.

y interest or fascination with King Needless to say, this rekindled a smol-

Midget must have begun in the dering desire in me to own a King. They
late 40s and early 50s when | was aboutbrought both cars by our place on their
10, while looking through the old maga- way back to the Sunshine State, and after
zines given to me by my uncle Herman. a little good natured haggling on price, we
He was my mother’s oldest brother, andunloaded the '67 Model 3, and at long
was always working on some mechanicéast, | owned a King Midget!
project of one type or another. Although the rear wheel cradle and en-

Most of the magazines weRopular gine cradle looked as if they had been

Mechanics, Science and Mechan&sgd redesigned and reengineered by Mickey

Mechanics Mouse, Don-
lllustrated.| ald Duck, and
found the Goofy, after
Mechanics putting in a
lllustratedto battery, rins-
be the most ing out the
fascinating to fuel tank,

me. | espe- backing the
cially loved to brakes off so
look at the ads the wheels
that pro- would turn
claimed: you and taking the
can drive this carb off sev-
car for only eral times,
pennies a I've been able

week—King Midget, Midget Motors Cor-to drive it around our country roads here
poration, Athens Ohio. | wanted one so in lllinois. That was last summer, and at
bad | could taste it! present the car is pretty well dismembered

As the years went by, | never really ~ for some long-needed repair work.
gave up on the hope of one day having My wife and | were very fortunate to
one, although the idea seemed more anfind—through Cousin Gary—Lee Seats,
more remote. One day several years agmho has helped us with parts, and also a
my cousin Gary Guy and his wife Judy, wealth of information. We hope to have
now living in Florida, were here visiting the car back together, at least enough to
and mentioned that they had bought a drive, this spring or summer.
King. I'm sure that | expressed my inter- |t's very encouraging to find there is a
est in the little cars with some enthusiasg}loup of people interested in the same
Gary and Judy contacted my wife, Lesvehicle that | have been nearly all my life.
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be replaced. Sure it would be great if  rule of thumb suggests that 20 percent of
they’d simply stay on and keep doing a group of people will accomplish 80 per-
their fine work, but that's not the best  cent of what gets done. That's just the
idea. Overburdened leadership was oneway the world works. Of the 1,400 or so
cause of previous problems. We need n&mown King Midget fans, about 24 per-
blood in the management team on a regoent of us care enough about the cars to
lar basis, and this year we have two vitakhell out 15 bucks per year to support the
jobs to fill. Club. Following that general rule a bit
Make no mistake. There’s work in- further suggests that about 60 or 70 of you
volved. When | was Studying to becomeare the heart and soul of the Club and do

an industrial designer, my best teacher the work. If you're one of them, or want
taught his most important lesson in the to be, now’s the time to step up to the
time it took him to smoke one cigarette, plate.

“You guys all want to be designers and ddt’s your turn at bat.

creative work, and that's great. We'll Each year some of the seven board
teach you to do it well. But I want you tomember three-year terms of service expire
know one thing. In the real world, if you on a rotational basis. The following proce-
get to spend as much as five percent of dure has been followed for years in accor-
your time doing creative work, you'll be dance with the by-laws of the Club. The
luckier than most. The vast majority of only change this year is simplifying the
your time and effort will be spent makinthomination process and saving paper so
that five percent possible.” Something  we can fit more stories in this newsletter!
like that applies to volunteer work as well, o|| «rrent members are listed in the

and I'll join Paula and Phil (and many  4ccompanying 2009 Member List. Each
others) in vouching for the rewards of  ,aiq_n member on that list may nominate

pitching in. themselves or someone else from the list
Have you hear of Pareto’s Law? That for any position expiring this year. Phil




the Jam planning package and will help
future Jamboree hosts.

(1 3
We'll also fill another vital position this B
year; Activities Director. Some years ago Recently Bob and I have been emailing
when this position was open, the job wa8ack and forth about the coming newslet-
described thus, “The Club Activities Di- € deadline, open officer positions and

rector shall assist in promoting and coor/Ub membership numbers. As | am writ-
dinating Club activities.” Just how that is'"d this, the deadline was three days ago.

to be done is largely left to the person QOPS! Bob tracks everything for the

elected, and each seems to approach th!UP, including the number of cars out
task in their own way. there, serial numbers, and names of past

Phil Shearrow, whose term is expiring,members and fans.
has done a great job, including hosting a T"€ number of members seems to be a
wonderful Jam last year, serving as Pre§Ncern, as it should be. Ways to raise

dent of the Ohio Chapter, developing Jafj0S€ numbers have been the recent topic
plans and programs and on and on. | of emails going back and forth across the

twisted his arm (again) and got him to country between some of us_Directors: _It
write a few notes on the experience. 1S time for some fresh ideas in the position
of Activities Director. If you or someone
you know would be interested in the posi-
|Ifl|0n now is the time to step forward, or
nominate that person!

By Phil Shearrow
hree years ago | received a call fro
Paul Gerhardt, the Activities Direc-

tor at that time. He called to ask if | would
accept the nomination to run for the pos'$ 3 %
tion of Activities Director. | ran unop-

Now let’s talk a little turkey. Th h
posed. The job is easy enough; you call owlets talk a fittie turkey. the grap

above-right (which includes a number of

anyone that is nominated for an open pQsgtimates) depicts the rather impressive

sition and count the ballots at the Jambogrowth of our Club since its founding in
ree, where they are cast. Occasionally | 1992

receive a call or email asking for my opin-N ' lv a th d le h

ion as to how something Club related - eafly 8 Housanc peop'e nave i
should be handled. and Bob Vahsholtz, joined.—but only a third of those remain.
Newsletter Editor, would like something Not_e that we got off to a roaring start
written for the newsletter. The Activities bUt hit some rough water in the early

Director and Secretary position are operyears. Fortunately, good people pulled us
this year. back together and launched us on an im-

As Activities Director the biggest pro- pressive phase of grqvvth. Then _there were
ject | took on was organizing a pile of several years of relative stagnation—
information the Club has concerning Jarfout as many people left as joined.
planning. Valuable information such as  Just when membership started slipping
how many people have attended the Jarbgdly, Lee Seats hosted that great Jam at
in the past, how many meals were servegistol and took on the challenge of lead-
the number of shirts and hats sold, and &g us out of the woods. It hasn’'t been an
sorts of valuable hints to planning a suc-€asy task, but nobody ever accused Lee of
cessful Jamboree. For those who filled aghirking hard work! Among his accom-
the survey from the Coshocton Jamboreglishments was assembling a strong team
Thank You! The information is added to of Directors. This year, two of them must
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4 met Skip Weaver who traveled down
from Clermont, Florida to straighten out
my KM. He is a gentleman and a highly
skilled technician; a KM expert in every
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/King Midget sense of .the Word' In less than an hour, he

I am going to be polishing the bumpers ~ Worked his magic on my car and | can
on my '58 KM th|s Week_ Any recommen- now tra.Vel up to 40 ml|eS an hOUI‘ W|th
dations on a compound or technique? my hands off the wheel!l!!! He made a
Buffing pad on a drill, or wheel with com-  few other recommendations which will
pound? Any tips or products that people make the little Model Il perform even
have good success with? Thanks! —lan  petter. A very enjoyable and productive

| started polishing mine by sanding to KM afternoon. Dave Craig
get all of the little nicks and scratches out,Thanks for the kind words, Dave. Two
then sanding with a very fine grit. After things most people overlook. The first was
that | used a buffing wheel on my electriplay at the steering arm where it attaches
drill starting with automobile rubbing  to the steering box. Snugging up that cas-
compound, then with automobile polish-tle nut takes a lot of that play out. I've
ing compound. | finished with “Green ~ found .alllot.fofhtransfer.red play in thﬁs%
Magic Plus Metal Clarer and Pols” ofFecal {1 seerg am (on e o)
the buffing Whegl. This po“_Sh is what o'clock with wheels straight ahead. Have
makes the aluminum look like chrome. | someone sit in car and rock the steering
recommend it and attribute the chrome wheel within loose or free-play range,
look to this polish. Don B, KM Woodie while you watch for where the play is.

In case anyone is interested. Tubes may also need adjustment, but are

J.C.Whitney & Co has small VW Bug Not aways at fault. Second, toe in needs
"BEEP-BEEP" type electric horns to bg about 3/8's of an inch. If itis without
. toe in, or toes out — at all — this will create
available for $15.99. The catalog problems. The car did have loose tubes,
numbers are: 6 Volt Horn DBF886918 | hich | snugged up too. Good little car,
and 12 volt horn DBF886919 Catalog  and Dave and his wife will be wonderful
108J-01. Gale additions to the Club. Skip
HELP! Yesterday | jacked the front end First I've heard of 3/8 inch toe-in,
of my KM up so that the wheels hung thought it was 1/8 inch. Same for Model 2
free. As before, the left wheel is tight anéind Model 3? M. Leiner
solid but I can wiggle the right wheel 1/8 inch isn't enough. These front ends
back and forth by nearly an inch. As | flex, and tend to have some looseness no
mentioned a couple of weeks ago, whatratter what. It has to be 1/4 inch, mini-
need is an unused Pryer kit so that | canmum. Every one I've driven/owned over
start to enjoy my car. Dave Craig the last 18 years, I've set at 1/4 to 3/8".
. s I've never had ONE with a modified front
| have a suggestion—not a criticism—for

. . ; end. ALL stock. If yours shakes or wan-
the.new [front.-end] builders in tho. .Use a ders, bring it on down to Clermont, we can
spring on top instead of a two-inch piece

) . fix it. Glad to help. Skip
of tubing. My only complaint about the .
setup is the horrendous bang when the Those who are building the Model 1

front end bottoms out at driving speed. KM, what are you using for front and rear

Alan springs? New or something from the junk-
Thanks so much for all of your replies Yard? If from the junkyard, what car did

to my front suspension problems. Todaythey come from? Thanks! Kevin Golden

Here’s more from that bustling Yahoo
group. Join the action over there. Those
guys are having fun and learning a lot!:
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mount the tires too. Lee

Dave, try Richards Tire Inc. in Petoskey
MI. The number is 231-347-7522. They
cut with & cut-off abrasive saw. Cost is have t_he best prices and the best_ service.
about $3/ft. I'm also using 22 ga, paintable Four tlre§ #CL519086 570-8 Carlisle
galvanized metal for the body and a 4 x 10 USA Trail LRB for $125 plus $27 from
sheet of that is $75. What are you using Ml to PA; total $152. Arrived at my door
for wheels? Dan Harms in two days after phone order! As per Lee,

| used leaves from a Eord Falcon fromthese are the ones that are a little taller .
junk yard. Lou Kelley Sal Fallaice

If you have Tractor Supply Stores, they Hi Sal, Too late; good info though. | may
have small utility trailer springs, that are ~ be looking for inner tubes. [The problem
just about an exact fit. And 8" wheels and IS the rims ... one pumped up without a
tires. For what it is worth, they are DOT  tube, but for how long ? The second one
approved wheels and tires. Paul would not seat around the rim due to rust-

Now that Skip has corrected my steeriHﬁ’t and roughness! Local Carlisle dealer

me four tubes overnight from the com-
challenge, | want to address the flat spogany warehouse in Port Canaveral. |

(square) tires on my KM Ill. | started by spould be back on the road tomorrow.
recording the size from the side of the  after a cycle dealer balances them we'll
tires (General 670/600-6) and traveled t®e in hog heaven! Dave C.
Wal-Mart to see what they have. l\_Ioth_lng Dave, you can get the tubes at a lawn-
matched exactly so now the question is mower shop or a motorcycle shop. An
what is going to work and where do | geATV or a lawnmower tube will work fine
them ??? Thanks, Dave Craig too. Lee

Dave, Carlisle makes two different 5:70 Hi, | have had engine problems with my

x 8 tires. One is the Sure Trail or Sport Wisconsin overheating and losing power.
Tralil. It's a little smaller than the other 5:70 Then it started to knock. When | tore it

x 8 that Carlisle makes and NOT speed down the piston pin had apparently seized
rated, so they will not balance well and are jn the rod and or piston. The cylinder is
NOT round. Not a good selection. Their  messed up to the point I took it in to get it
other 5:70 x 8 is called the USA Trail sleeved. The mechanic questioned
(available at boat shops or on line) and whether the cam was different for cars and
are speed rated and balance very well. stationary engines. Does anyone know if
They are 1\2" taller than the Sure Trail and there are different cams for different uses
the ride is more cushy. Now that you have  on Wisconsin engines? Don Balmer

the steering fixed, these tires will make The governor is removed from King

your King drive like a dream (as far as Midget engines. You were probably a

Kings go!). Lee o .
Thanks for the tire info: quess what? victim of sludge/lack of oil flow. These
' 9 " _engines were designed to be run on a

Carlisle "USA Trail" in the size you men-

X ; . . st{aight-weight oil. Be sure to use an air-
tioned are on the rack in the tire section Ol led motorevele tvoe oil. Thev ARE
my local Wal-Mart !!! Dave Craig ycie 'yp : Y

That's great! Here at my Tennessee differgnt. Make sure nothing is inhibiting
Wal-Mart they. only have the cheapos. To thg air flow from the fIyWhgeI across th(_e
get those rims and tires balanced, go to a cylinder and he.ad' ANY a.ur cooled engine
motorcycle shop. Their balancer will han- ~N€€ds proper air flow. Skip

dle the 3\4 bearings; be sure to take a Hey Y'all. | was wondering if it would be
couple of bearings with you. They can a good idea [to use] a high-end Harley

I'm making the springs and buying the
stock from a local machine/welding shop.
The springs are pre-curved, come in 84"
lengths, can be drilled ONCE, and can be
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address, and e-mail are printed (see pageal order. | keep a separate account of the
33). If you need to talk with me | am justname of the payee, the check nhumber and
a phone call, letter, or e-mail away. | neenount. That has come in handy a time or
to know if you didn’t get your newsletter two when Treasurer René Briere has had a
or if you have some concern about the question. Whether that practice is contin-
Club. I want to know if you have just fin-ued would depend on the new Secretary. |
ished your car or just got it running afterdid it for myself and | think each Secre-
long process of repair. Oh, and pictures tary should make the office his or her
are always good! Sometimes they can own.
make their way to this newsletter. When a new member joins, | email the
These thingand youare important to  vital stats to Lee so he can make the
me! But with 350 people, | can’t find nametag. | also send it to Editor Bob
enough time to call as many of you as I'Vahsholtz. He maintains a database not
like. But if you call me, | will make time just of club members but of all King
to call you back. | may not be able to  Midgets known to man! Vice President
solve every problem, but | will try or helpBrian Krienbrink gets a copy of the email
you find someone who can. Your presi- too because he sends a recent newsletter
dent and friend, Lee. to new members. We try to see that each
| member gets a full year’s subscription.
3! The dues year runs from Jan. to Dec. As |
This year we’'ll elect a new Secretary—said, Jane and | share the duty of sending
very important officer of the Club. Lee  out reminders right after Thanksgiving.
asked_ Paula to summarize what she has Every few weeks, or when | get a bunch
done in that position, because whatever checks, | send them to René. | do not

she’s done, she did it very well! keep any money out for postage or ex-
_ By Paula Jasper nanses, but | keep my receipts and she
irst, | can tell you that it has really i rses me. Again, whatever works

been a good experience for me. I'Vgq the new Secretary and is agreeable
loved getting to know the members—so with the other officers

many more than | would have otherwise. As far as other duties, Bob likes a report

At Christmas time, Vice President Jane . . )

Henke and | send out those dues remind2" 1N newsletter each time, just mention-

ers in cards, and the number of notes al o VYhO t_he" new members are _and giving
any “tidbits” about them that might be of

cards | receive with the dues is astound- i t o oth
ing. It is just a joy. interest to others.

. . | make mailing labels for the newslet-
Keeping track of the dues payments is

the primary duty of the office, using tersafolo. Leteh usve\zld tl(<) address them by

Works Database (most computers seemht%n | US€ the YWorks program on my

have that program). | had never used a computer but there may be_ other pro-
database before but it was not hard to  97amMS that have label making capabilities,

learn. If | can answer any questions aboﬁﬁao' If Itgagr?deIgnvgghathggfrfg?nss'i :,f?ebe
that, I'd be happy to. ppy to. year, [

. _ roster to Lee so he can get it printed and
In addition to recording the dues pay- g P

) included in the newsletter.
ments in the database, they are also re- It has been a quick three years and | can
corded on the member’s original applicar-1 i ’ quick d 'ty
tion, which is kept in a binder in numeri- onestly say I've enjoyed It
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finger guards and learning curve is abet-
ting the whole process. Here’s a quote
after he’'d run a reprint of the last issue, “I
ran it through four times. and wow it is
flat! So the next ones | do | will run two
or three times. Also | have a motor at
work that will work wonderfully on this
setup so | can run them by myself if need
be.”

Lee’s boss gave him the motor, which
with any luck, will have been employed in
mashing this issue flat.

_ _ ) . When the Club was formed a couple of
hat, you might ask, is going on ingecades ago, it was decided that dues

this picture? Well folks, thatis o4 be $20 per year. Getting organized,
Lee Seats, President of the Internatlonalﬁnding officers and putting newsletters

King Midget Car Club, assisted by his 4t hroved problematical. As time went
daughter Haley, skooshing newsletters p,, jnfation boosted costs but manage-

through a one-manpower wringer. ment and experience brought them down.

Here's the deal. When we combined b a5 are now $15 and the Treasury is
King Midget MotoringandKing Midget sound.

Newsinto the newsletter you're reading, |tHOW would like to ioin th i
got thicker than the two previous publica- you like 10 join the manage
tions combined. Club dues did not in- ment of a team like that? Did | mention
crease. The resourceful Mr. Seats founoIhe pay is lousy?
an excellent Tennessee printer who worlgs *
with us to keep the costs down, Paula

Jasper makes mailing labels, Bryan Kreiz—

brink mails back issues to new members . X
Rene’ Briere keeps track of the purse an{i NOP€ your spring has sprung with
Jane Henke keeps the website up to date, 9r€at joy and fulfillment. | want to

Phil Shearrow keeps everybody enter- Share with you some thoughts | have
tained and lots of people pitch in to keegoout our club. The King Midget Club
articles flowing. 1, Editor Bob, simply ad"d the people it represents are very im-
my two cents worth, mash it all together POrtant to me. | have found so many

into a pile of digits and wing them acrosdriends here—lt.s a wonderful experience
the country. But a hitch developed. The {0 be your president!

darned newsletter was too fat for postal _ OUr membership now numbers nearly
regulations and they wanted to nick us fG0- With that many _r‘r}embers_spread all
another stamp! That's not in the budget,over North America, it's som_etlmes har_d
so Lee, who folds the copies and applie§° be as close as we would like to be with

labels and stamps, went into action, devfgle another. Ill;lyou knOV\(/jme,I you know
ing the wringer setup you see above. ' M @ PEersonanié guy and weicome any

| commented that the process looks Ia—and allwho want to chat or have ques-

. . . ! . tions. | want you to know that I'm always
bor intensive and risky, finger-wise. Lee y Y

assured me he has rigged up adequate here for you.
In each newsletter my phone number,

By Lee Seats
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synthetic or its equal? Is there an advan-  pieces and repower. Its like with
tage to synthetic? Alan Day Crosleys—if your COBRA engine still
I've been using synthetic oils for manyworks, fine. When it fails, change to a
years and swear by them. 200,000 mile CIBA engine. Other clubs make their
engines still have the hone marks in the drivers more reliable, so why not us! Skip
cylinders. They claim to lubricate up their pave, | have always said its up to the
flash point, about 575 degrees. Lou owner to power his King the way he sees
Hi, The shop which is putting a sleeve in fit. It depends on where you live and how
my Wisconsin AENL is suggesting that | much you want to drive. | live in Bristol,
have the cam reground so that “the engine Tennessee and this is a hilly race town, so
won't have to work as hard.” It seems to ~ You need something that can run along
me that if there was something to gain with the traffic or you could get run over.
from this the manufacturer would have My main reason is safety. Lee
done it when they built it. Don Balmer I'm sorry. | see no reason to put 35 HP
Your cam was ground for a stationary in an 800 pound road car. A drag car or
engine or some piece of construction  pulling contest maybe, but a King Midget
equipment. That means it gets max hp awith the same horsepower as a 1965 VW
about 2500 rpm. | would not regrind the is scary to me. That's my opinion and I'm
cam for more rpm because the rod, crardticking to it. Alan in Gatlinburg.
and flywheel weigh a ton. You get that  Please do not take this as a slight —
much weight moving too fast it will comethat is not how it is intended. | know you
apart. On the oil issue, | like to use are a purist and | appreciate that, BUT,
straight 30-weight in air cooled splash oifléPending on where you plan on driving
system engines, but multiviscosity in en_yot:{r KM, itis ”Odt that (;u:]ragecl)_uls to wanlt
gines with pressure lube. That's becaus€S it more speed out of these lttle cars. It

. h . not enjoyable when you go for a little
there is a filter to help cool the oil on Mog}jise wide open, doing 50 MPH and get

pressure systems and the oil is pumpedhonked at and then flipped off by little old
thru passages close to the outside of th@adies for holding up traffic. Back in the

engine to help cool the oil. Paul Gerhardtid 70s when | had my first Midget, my
Sorry to read about two of you Wiscon- father and | Spent a winter bUIIdlng a new
sin engine guys |mp|0d|ng in the same cradle and adapting a Yamaha 650 to the
month ... helps us to understand why KM. | kept the original parts and later re-
some peop|e are insta”ing Hemi's!! Keep turned it to stock and sold it. It had more
'em stock, but keep ‘em running!! Dave C. Ppower and speed then you could safely
I'd like to throw my two cents worth need or use, although as a 17 year old kid

. th tf h | definitely did push it a few times just for
In ... over (n€ past 1ew years, We Nave ,q i That car handled fine at speeds

seen more and more Kings that were prgz g and below, which was back in the
viously considered junk, brought back togays of the 55 MPH national speed limits,
life. Many had no engines, or the engineand that was before the upgraded steering
had ingested grenadium. When some  systems that you can put in them now.
creative sort discovered the Vanguard —Quite frankly, the KM was more enjoyable
Comet clutch set up, and all the fun youto drive with the 650 in it then it ever was
could then have, well, that changed EV vith the 12HP Kohler. It.was also nice to
RYTHING!!!! Yes, its preferable to keep P€ 20l€ t0 top a steep hill at over 30MPH.
it stock, but realistically, the car is SO Just because you have 35 HP doesn't
much better with 16-18 hp. in it! When mean that you are gonna be using all of it

the Wi . Kohl K th all of the time, but it sure is nice to have it
€ WWisconsin or Konler goes, keep e 5 5ijable when needed. Don Dollinger
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Dick Russis a newish member from dream and get a King Midget, his wife Ted Richardson and John White reviewddw errors, suggesting corrections. Your
Oklahoma who is an aeronautical engi- LaNeal was appalled. But Dick is well the drawing and made helpful sugges- comments are welcomed. A 12 V diagram
neer and expert on Jaguar restoration. under way and felt he needed a 6V wiring tions. John pointed out that a 35 amp fusein the KM manual. Now, who is going
When he decided to fulfill a childhood diagram, so he drew this one. would be preferable and Ted spotted a to volunteer to create one for the M2?
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